Literacy Lesson
Objective

To be able to use connectives to improve the flow of writing.
Introduction
Use ‘Sheet A’ to introduce the importance of connectives to improve flow/fluency of writing to your pupils but do not tell them what they’re looking for.  Read through both paragraphs on the first page with your pupils and ask them to discuss with their partner, which paragraph sounds better and why? 
What does Paragraph 1 have that Paragraph 2 doesn’t?
Next, introduce and explain the objective to the class. 
What is a connective? A connective is a word that connects 2 phrases or sentences together. Show children an example on the board.

Examples: 

I love coming to school. It’s really fantastic!

I love coming to school because it’s so fantastic.

My name is______. I am ____years old.

My name is______ and I am ____years old.

Can you think of any other connectives? Brainstorm a list of these on the board. 

(Examples: and, because, however, even though, while, if, so, unless, etc)
Main Activity
Outline activities with the children.
H.A. Ask children to write their own paragraph of text made up of short sentences (minimum of 6). Then ask them to edit/re-write their paragraph including connectives to improve the flow of their writing. Give them some ideas on what subject to write about, for example, ‘About our school’, ‘About me’, ‘My family’ and so on. Encourage pupils to use more adventurous connectives from the brainstormed list on the board.
M.A. As above but children work in pairs, provided with a paragraph to re-write to include connectives. Read through together then edit on either a sheet or re-write. (See example paragraph following lesson plan).
L.A.  Children will work with support from a TA or class teacher to work as a group to write sentences about ‘Our school’ – get them thinking about what they would tell a prospective new pupil about their school for examples, the teachers, how may pupils, IT room, activities, events, and so on. One sentence each, depending on group size is ideal.
TA or teacher should scribe for them but able pupils could possibly write a sentence to contribute on a whiteboard. TA or teacher should then read the sentences aloud to the group and think of places where simple connectives could be used.  
Plenary
Spot the connective. Teacher reads through an excerpt of text from a book (just make sure there are connectives in there!) – ask the pupils to raise their hand when they hear a connective. What was the connective? 

Has anyone thought of any new connectives to add to the list we made at the start of the lesson?

What have we learned today? Get some suggestions from the pupils. Go back to learning objective.

Name:___________________________

Date:____________________________
Connectives 
Read aloud through the paragraph below with your partner and mark where you think connectives could be used. Once you have edited the paragraph, read through it together and re-write neatly in the space provided. 

Challenge! Try not to use the same connective twice.
Jim visited his friend’s house today. They had a great time together. They played on the computer for a while. They went outside to play football. Their clothes got a bit muddy. The ground was very wet. It had been raining. Jim’s Mum didn’t mind. He was usually a very clean boy. Jim can’t wait till he can invite his friend to play at his house.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
